| ſhews the Miſtake of this Maxim; who is there, that ſeeing his Parent languiſhing, and 
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In the Committee of the whole Houſe of 
PE ERS on Medneſday the Nineteenth _ 
of November 1707. 


My Lord Herbert, 


Was ſo Unfortunate as not to be in the Houſe, when your Order was moved, but 
thought it my Duty to pay Attendance upon ſo Extraordinary an Occaſion : | know 
it is generally looked upon as a Mark of great Weakneſs and Imprudence, 10 at- 

Wo > temper Impolſibilities; That Man would ſcarce be thought in his Right Senſes, 

that ſhould endeavour 70 ſtop the Tide at Graves-end with his Thumb, and not rather 

4 ſuffer it to take its own Courle, as knowing that it will as ſurely have its Ebb as 

it has it's Flux; but yet there are ſome Caſes wherein the univerſal Practice of Mankind 


in an irtecoverable Conſumption, would not think it his Duty to give him all the Aſ- 
ſiſtance in his Power, though he was morally certain all his Endeavours would prove 
ineffectual, and the fatal Hour was juft approaching; nay, does not every Man endea- 
vour to preſerve his own Life, while at the ſame time be knows that Death it ſeif is moſb 
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 - wavoidable., | 


This J take to be much the pꝛeſent Caſe of Englaud (1 ak your Lordſhips Par- 
don, that I have not yet forgot that beloved Mame 7 ea Brittain. Dur Condition 
ts very low and deſperate, and yer I think my ſelf obliged to do all I can towards the 
helping a pod ſiuking Jfland, though 1 am convinced at the ſame time ic will prove 
very Iaſigniſicant. „ 5 = 
EF My Lord, the Two things you have now under your Conſideration, your Fleet and 
pour Trade, have ſo near a Relation and ſuch mutual Influence upon each other, 
they cannot well be ſeparated : Your Trade is the Mother aud Nurſe of your Seamen, 
jour Seamen are the Lite of your Fleet, and your Fleet is the Security and Protection 
of your Trade, and both together are the Wealth, Strength, Security, and Glory of 


255 Britt ain. 2 | | f 

And this is ſo manifeſt, that thoſe who have writ upon theſe Subjects, whether 
Foreigners, or among our ſelves have all owned it, which makes it aſtoniſhiiug that 
a thing ſo Clear, and Evident, and wherein our Intereſt and Safety does ſo much 
conſiſt, ſhould be Poſt poned to any Foreign Conſideration whatſoever, wherein we 
are lels concerned; but we are ſo Unhappy as to Struggle with fo many complica- 
ted Difficulties, rhat what 25 proper for one thing is prejudicial to another. $24 
My Lord, I muſt make the fame Apology for my lelf, as that Noble Lord did 
who firſt began this Debate, though I may Speak very plainly, it is with a very honeſt 
Intention of Service, and a very real Sence of our great Loſſes and Misfortunes; his 
Lordſhip his Spoke fo very well and fo fully too to thele Points, that whatever. [ 


can ſy upon the lame Subjects wall, after what has: been ſaid by him, come from 


me with 2 very ill Grace, yet give me leave my Lord to Speak a Word or Two, 
Pour Dilaſters at Sea, have been ſo- many, a Man (carce knows where-to be- 
gin, your Ships hase been taken by your Enemies, as the Dutch take your Derrings 
by Shoals upon your own Coaſis, ray your Ropal Navy, it ſelt has not eſcaped, 
and theſe are pregnant Misfortunes, and. big with innumerable Miſchiefs, your er- 
chants ave beggared, your Commerce is broke, your Trade is gone, your Staple and Ma- 
nufacture ruined, the Queen has loſt her Cuſtems, and the Parliament muſt make good the 
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Dcficiencies, while in the mean time our Allies have an Open and flouriching Trat 
and eur Enemies make wſe both of our own Ships ani SLanien t againſt us: There i 
yet a further Grievance, when through a Thouſand Difficulties and Dargers, ti 
oneſt Trader has brought Home ſome imall Effects, he is fallen upon and oppre 

by vexatieus and unjuſt Proſecutions , 1-wxertion this with rrelation ie the Unio 
and to ſhew chat though I was always againſt it, yet ſince it is made 1 am for keping fi 
and exattly to it. A EEE. 7 

My Lord, the Face of our Affairs is viſibly changed in the ſpace of ene Years tim 
and the Temper of the Nation too, formerly Men itifled their Mis fortunes and we 
afraid of whilpering them out for fear of being 9ter-hearg and andone now it is ha 
to flop their Mouths, or keep thew within any Bonnas 3 the moving Olject of Sory 
we meet with every where, the Tears of the Fatherleſs and Cries of the Widows ha 
raiſed hub 4 Cimpeſſion for the diſtre ſſed and a Reſentment and Indignation ajpaf 
the Auchoꝛs of theſe Misfoztunes'; and the very Fam?s which of late have flew abrg 
no Bd Enows from whence, and Papers which have been cries 1h your Sticets are 
Marks of the great Ferment the Nation is in. Sy . 

My Lord, you are now upon the Enquiry by what ' Ways ana Fer ſous we have be 
brought into this miſerable Condition 3 {thick it very indifferent which Wy you procee 
it ſeems reaſonable that thoſe Lords who firſt moved this Order, foi put 16 in 
whit Method they picaſe, but I mult take leave to ſay, that begin wie you will, 
you do not end with the Bintſkry, we ſnall be in a worſe Conditam id My Opinion th 
we were before, 4 . | 
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As to the Adiniraltp, if the Prince's Council have committed any aur it 1: very at rh 
ſhould have what they deſerve, but I hope zo Perſuaſion will prevail 1th 1he inte bt 
felf to lay bown that Commi/ſions, the Navy | think is ſæfer in bs Hinds than in ary oth 
Hans Hands what ſoeter, and Til give your Lordihip my Reaion for 1: 5 he has Advant 
ges no other Perſon can pretend to, e ces not his Commiſitot fo rhe Favour of a 
great Miniſter wht foever, noi is he within the Keach ot their Power, he Ninds upon 
much more unſhe n and firm Foundation, and it there be any ke, it is impoſſib 
to b:-the Effect eit her of the Fear of the Anger of a great Pintſter, or a care to'pleg 
Y My Lord, i tak» the Koot of uil our Mrifortunes to lye in the Miniſtry, and without 
Change ot 25infirep in my Opinion, 530 lice Remedy win be effe cones, may perha 
be told by ſome Lord, that J arraigu the Aliniſry: | know chat is not t oper here, y 
every Lord has Liberty of fpeaking his Thoughts freely, and raking notice of any thir 
he thinks a Gri--vaiice to rhe Nation; and it is under this Nation of Complaint,and fro 
a Senſe ot bur miſerable Condi an ; char I ſay this to ur Lordſhip, and if T wers n 
confident, 1 ſtand upon ſure Ground, I ſhou'd not venture thus ter, but I have n 
Juſtification in my Hand. And now my Lord, it is fit 1 ſhould prove what ] fav. 

Should I mention the Beach of the fi &, fourth and laſt Article of the Cn! 
Jam within your Order, and thoſe Lords who fexve at preſent, for the wor; 
Part of Brittain, | atm Confident have heard of a Complaint und Adareſs of the Roy 

Burroughs, and I might remember the Oiſappsintments we have met with in Spal 
but 1 hope thoſe two Points will be ſome time or other conſidered. Fil therefor 
keep my ſelf for Proof ſtrictly to your Petition, and I think nothing is more evident tha 
that your Miniſtry has been the Cauſe of thefe Wiſtortunes, and rhe Argument whic 
convinces me of it is drawn from a» Adareſs of your Lordſpips in ſeventeen hundred and fou 
which Lhave in my Hand; I know before whom ! ſpeak, The Queen is a Prince of th! 
conſummate Wiſdom, as not to do any thing without the Advice of her Miniſtt 
your Lordſhips did then moſt humbly adviſe and adareſs her Majeity, that particular Calf 
miyht be taken of theſe two points, none but theſe that have her Majeſties Ear could pril 
wail to the contrary,” and the want of following your Loraſhips Advice has lift the Nation nel 
Ten Millions ſince; and therefore it evidently follows, that pour Miniſtry have been th 
r . en 1 
In ſhort, My Lord, for Pit trouble you no further, let our Mis fortunes be gkinned oꝛ 
u they will, if they feſter, and ehrob, and are foul at bottom, they will certainly bea 
one winehiincurable nage and Furt... 
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